The George and Carol Olmsted Foundation

The George and Carol Olmsted Foundation takes great pleasure in presenting the 2026 Robert Yablonski Esprit Award to:

BRUCE K. SCOTT, Olmsted Scholar Class of 1979, Freiburg, Germany.

Named for Robert Yablonski, Olmsted Scholar Class of 1980, Lyon, France, who served as the Foundation’s Executive Vice President from 2000 to 2008 and as a member of the Board of Directors from 2001 to 2008, this year’s award honors the significant and enduring contributions made by Bruce to the Foundation and the Olmsted Scholar Program.  Just as Bob Yablonski embodied great enthusiasm, unparalleled initiative, continuous dedication, an infectious positive attitude, and matchless patriotism in all his military assignments and service to the Foundation, so too has Bruce Scott—and at a scale and duration that have left an indelible mark on the institution itself.

Over three decades of continuous service on the Board of Directors, and for fifteen years as President and Chief Executive Officer, Bruce has been the steady hand guiding the Foundation through a period of remarkable growth, relevance, and impact.  As both steward and champion of General Olmsted’s vision, he ensured that the program not only endured but thrived—strengthening its reputation as one of the most consequential leader development experiences in the United States military.  His dedication has shaped generations of Scholars, including his direct participation in the selection of 570 of the 815 Olmsted Scholars ever chosen, a legacy unmatched in the Foundation’s history.

Bruce’s influence extends far beyond numbers. Through tireless engagement with Scholars, universities, and senior military leaders, he has reinforced the enduring value of cultural immersion, intellectual curiosity, and strategic perspective.  His consistent presence—whether in Scholar selection, mentorship, or the Foundation’s many events—has provided continuity, inspiration, and a clear articulation of the Program’s purpose. Together with his late wife, Mary, whose warmth and commitment enriched the Olmsted community for many years, Bruce has exemplified the spirit of service and personal investment that defines the very best of the Olmsted tradition.

In recognition of his extraordinary and lifelong contributions to The George and Carol Olmsted Foundation, the Olmsted Scholar Program, our armed forces, and our nation, the Board of Directors is pleased to recognize BRUCE K. SCOTT as the 2026 recipient of the Robert Yablonski Esprit Award.  Congratulations!
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